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our apprehensions. For lack of a technical term,
let us say simply consciousness No. i, No. 2, or
No. 3. The name is a trivial matter.r

When I think of the internal colloquies between
these subconsciousnesses, a sort of tender emotion
takes possession of me. I see under these silent
conflicts between two, or often three, entities
equally dear to my being, the formation of the
guiding principles of my life. You smile, my friend.
Laugh, if you choose, at the outbursts, but try
this method notwithstanding. Enter your own
personality. Try to witness, as a disinterested
spectator, a battle between the passionate appeals
of life, and your moral and religious principles.
Listen to the voices of some, and the answers of
the others. Note their successive arguments.
Repeat the same experiment ten, fifteen, twenty
times. A day will come when, charmed in your
turn, you will be rapturously interested in the
scenes of the life kindling or dying in the home of
your "ego."

1 We are accustomed to admit, without too much contradiction,
the successive variations of our personality. It will be necessary,
we may believe, to thrust farther back the true progress of the
metaphysical person, and consider the idea even of a personal
unity as a semblance . . . (See Pierre Janet, Psychological A uto~
matism.) In short, by the side of the successive psychological
existences, we must admit the simultaneous psychological exist-
ences which experience discovers, but does not create. . . .